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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of coding a data strea m (S1,S2) , the method comprising: 
channel coding-£14) respective partitions of a given part of the data stream with different 

error protection rates to obtain a coded data strea m (WS1, WS2) ; and 

includin g (11, 20) a single length information (If) fiold field concerning respective lengths of 

the respective partitions in the coded data strea m (WS1, WS2) . 

% (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the length information (If) 
flektfigld includes the lengths of the partitions before channel coding. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the length information-^ 
fleM Lfield includes the lengths of the partitions after channel coding. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the length information^ 
fiel d field is included after a resync marker-(H§) of the given part of the data stream-(&VS2)' 

5. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the data strea m (Si, S2) 
includes at least one marke r (HI,, - H5) out of a predetermined set of at least two mutually different 
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markers^ W H5) , the marker indicating a start of a given part of the data stream, the method 
farther comprising: 

representing-^^ the at least one marke r (HL.. H5) with a higher robustness word 
(WH1... WHS) having a higher robustness to channel errors than the at least one marker; and 



higher-robustness wor< 



6. (Currently Amended) A method of decoding a coded data strea m (WS1, WS2) , in which 



encoded with different error protection rates, the coded data stream further includes a single length 
informatio n Of) ficldj iel^ concerning respective lengths of the respective partitions in the coded data 
stream, the method comprising: 

reading^©) the length information-0^-6^4 - field; and 

channel decoding^34} the coded data strea m - ftVSl, WS2) using the length information^ 
fiel d field to obtain a decoded data strea m (SI, S2) . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 6, further comprising: 
deletin g (10, 31, 31) the length mformation-4ft-Se y field from the coded data stream. 

8. (Currently Amended) An encoder for coding a data streanK&VSS), the encoder comprising: 
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outputting^M} the data stream with the at least one marker represented with the 




coded data stream respective partitions of a given part of the coded data stream have been channel 
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a channel encoder^) for channel coding respective partitions of a given part of the data 
stream with different error protection rates to obtain a coded data strea m (WS1,WS2) ; and 

means-(14, 20) for including a single length informatio n - (lf) fi e ldj igkl concerning respective 
lengths of the respective partitions in the coded data strea m - (WSl WS2) . 

9. (Currently Amended) A decoder for decoding a coded data strea m (WS1, WS2) , in which 
coded data stream respective partitions of a given part of the coded data stream have been channel 
encoded with different error protection rates, the coded data stream further including a single length 
informatio n (If) fioldj ield concerning respective lengths of the respective partitions in the coded data 
stream, the decoder comprising: 

means-(40) for reading the length information field; and 

means-(34) for channel decoding the coded data strea m (WS1, WS2) using the length 
informatio n flfl fiol d field to obtain a decoded data strea m - (Sl^ S2) . 

10. (Currently Amended) A transmitter for transmitting a coded data strea m (WS1, WS2) , the 
transmitter comprising: 

an encoder for coding a data strea m (Sly S3) , the encoder including 

a channel encoder-(44) for channel coding respective partitions of a given part of the 
data stream with different error protection rates to obtain a coded data strea m (WSl, WS2) , and 
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mean s (14,20) for including a single length information-(i^6©14^eld concerning 
respective lengths of the respective partitions in the coded data strea m (WS I , WS2) ; and 
raeans^44) for transmitting the coded data strea m (WS1, WS2) . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A receiver for receiving a coded data strea m (WS1» - WS 3), the receiver 
comprising: 

mean$H(3G) for receiving the coded data stream; and 

a decoder for decoding a coded data strea m (WS1, WS2), in which coded data stream 
respective partitions of a given part of the coded data stream have been channel encoded with 
different error protection rates, the coded data stream further including a single length fieW 
information field concerning respective lengths of the respective partitions in the coded data stream, 
the decoder including 

means-(40) for reading the length information fieWfield, and 
means~@4) for channel decoding the coded data strea m (WS1, WS2) using the length 
informatio n (If) fi e ld_ field to obtain a decoded data strea m (SI, S3) . 

12. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented c oded data strea m (WS 1, WS2) in which 
respective partitions of a given part of the coded data stream have been channel encoded with 
different error protection rates, the coded data stream further comprising a single length information 
Aft - fi e l d field concerning respective lengths of the respective partitions in the coded data stream. 
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13. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented storage medium-t*£> on which a coded data 
stream (WS1, WS2) has been stored, the coded data stream having respective partitions of a given 
part of the coded data stream hovc-bcen channel encoded with different error protection rates, the 
coded data stream further comprising a single length informatio n (If) fi e ld_ field concerning 
respective lengths of the respective partitions in the coded data stream. 
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